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Reggie’s Life and Times


He was a happy “easy” baby, as his mother said, and grew up in a loving family.  Reginald “Reggie” Dwight Hargrove was born on March 3, 1968 to Ray and Catherine Hargrove.  Reggie weighed four pounds nine ounces and was twenty-one inches long.  Even though Reggie was an only child, he had many aunts, uncles, and cousins in his hometown of Peoria, Illinois. 


Peoria Elementary School housed the beginning of Reggie’s education.  Even in kindergarten, he excelled beyond what was expected of his classmates.  Ray soon learned that his wish to have his son work beside him in the carpentry business was below what Reggie would be capable of in the future. By first grade, in between pick-up football games with the neighborhood kids, Reggie set his heart on becoming an architect.


In 1982, the Hargroves decided to move to neighboring Evanston, Illinois.  The family construction business was booming, and while Ray built houses, Reggie dreamed up the designs.  The transition to a new school was at first difficult for Reggie.  His parents encouraged him to get involved with extracurriculars, and with that, he was able to settle in.  At graduation, he was voted “Most Likely to Succeed” and “Best Debater.”  He had also abandoned his dream of architecture with a decision to study law and become a criminal lawyer.   

With Reggie’s top-of-the-class GPA, he was quickly admitted to Yale University. During one of his marathon study sessions in the library, a newcomer joined the group.  Aubrey Fellowes was the same year as Reggie and was also aspiring to get into law school.  To say she was perfect would be an understatement – everything about her stole Reggie’s breath.  Study groups turned into coffees at The Student Union turned into a couple drinks on the weekends turned into their first dinner and movie date turned into serious thoughts about their future.  


Senior year at Yale was bittersweet for Reggie.  He was named Yale Homecoming King, graduated at the top of his class, and was accepted into Yale Law.  The devastating news was that Aubrey had been accepted at her second choice of Stanford, all the way across the country.  There was no way they could balance a long distance relationship and law school, so they parted on good terms, feeling as though they may have just lost their greatest love.


With Reggie’s high marks in law school, many firms sought him out for a position.  He could be picky, so after much research, he decided on Patton & Patton in New York City.  Reggie quickly climbed the corporate ladder to the top and made partner.  With meeting Jeanine Cosmos, a pro-bono lawyer also from the Midwest, Reggie had the perfect life.  The two were married in 1997.  The wife of a big time law partner could not possibly work, so Reggie insisted Jeanine stay home.  To have something to do, she then convinced him to build a house in the suburbs where they would raise their future family.  


Children followed soon after:  Carl Reginald in 2000; Catherine Ruth in 2001; Carlotta Raye in 2002; and Charlie Richard in 2003.  Jeanine was made for motherhood and stayed busy with four little ones running around while Reggie continued to splash his name around the town.  In 2005 Reggie was recognized in TIME for “40 under 40,” an expose on successful men in New York.  Shortly afterwards, Reggie’s secretary took a message from one Aubrey Fellowes: “Saw you in TIME.  Congrats!  Give me a call sometime.  (646) 332-9074” In a rash decision to make a quick phone call, Reggie’s life took a drastic term.  He and Aubrey rekindled their old flame, and within weeks, Reggie had bought a convertible and rented an apartment in the city. 
