Verbs with Verve

How fast were the cars going when they bumped?

When they hit?  
When they collided?

When they smashed?


Verbs create specific images in the mind’s eye.  Because verbs are the words in a sentence that express action and movement, they are the spark plugs of effective style.  The more specific the verbs you choose in your writing, the more sparky will be the images you flash on the minds of your readers.
‘No,’ she said and left the room.

Grammatically there is nothing wrong with this sentence.  But because the verbs say and leave are among the most general and colorless in the English language, you have missed the chance to create a vivid word picture.  Consider the alternatives:

SAID


apologized

asserted

blubbered

blurted

boasted

cackled

commanded

drawled

giggled

groaned

gurgled

LEFT

backed

bolted

bounced

crawled

darted

flew

hobbled

lurched

marched

plodded

pranced

jabbered

minced

mumbled

murmured

shrieked

sighed

slurred

snapped

sobbed

whispered

whooped

sauntered

skipped

staggered

stamped

stole

strode

strutted

stumbled

tiptoed

wandered

whirled

If you had chosen from among these vivid verbs and had crafted the sentence 

‘No,’ she sobbed and stumbled out of the room.

you would have created a powerful picture of someone quite distraught.

Here are brief descriptions of twenty different people.  Choosing from the two lists of synonyms for said and left, fill in the blanks of the sentence 

‘No,’ he/she _____________and _____________ the room.


Select the verbs that best create the most vivid picture of each person described.  Try to use as many different verbs as you can.

1. an angry person
_____________ and _____________

2. a baby
_____________ and _____________

3. a braggart 
_____________ and _____________

4. a child
_____________ and _____________

5. a clown
_____________ and _____________

6. a confused person
_____________ and _____________

7. a cowboy/cowgirl
_____________ and _____________

8. someone crying

_____________ and _____________

9. a drunkard
_____________ and _____________

10. an embarrassed person
_____________ and _____________

11. an excited  person
_____________ and _____________

12. a frightened person

_____________ and _____________

13. a happy person
_____________ and _____________

14. someone in a hurry

_____________ and _____________

15. an injured person
_____________ and _____________

16. a military officer
_____________ and _____________

17. a sneaky person
_____________ and _____________

18. a timid person
_____________ and _____________

19. a tired person

_____________ and _____________

20. a witch
_____________ and _____________

